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five in intensive care. The provincial death toll from the virus
remains at eight. The test positivity rate as of Wednesday was
0.44 per cent. A total of 990 laboratory tests were completed

pandemic has started to wind down, the virus will continue
to take a psychological toll on Canadians. The Deloitte study
estimates emergency room visits for stress or anxiety-related
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2021. The federal government has stocked up on other mater
needed for a widescale immunization effort. It procured 75 m
lion syringes last month as well as alcohol swabs and bandag
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Residents’ fees increase, but facilities
haven’t received funding boost in years

Care homes
ask: where’s
the money?
CAROL SANDERS

T

HE province hiked personal care
home fees for residents but none
of that money will help homes
cope with the cost of the pandemic or
the growing number of aging baby
boomers with much greater needs, advocates say.
“We don’t know where it goes,”
said Julie Turenne-Maynard, executive
director with the Manitoba Association
of Residential and Community Care
Homes for the Elderly (MARCHE).
On Aug. 1, care home residents had
fee increases of between one and five
per cent depending on their income, but
homes say they’re not receiving it.
“We have not received a funding increase for more than 15 years,” said
Long Term and Continuing Care Association of Manitoba executive director Jan Legeros. “In the last two years,
we’ve had funding reductions in the
overall budget.”
A provincial government spokesman
said personal care homes are funded
directly by regional health authorities, which decide how funding is allocated. Since the onset of COVID-19, the
province “has invested record amounts
in the health care system, including
$280 million for safety upgrades to personal care homes,” he said.
When the Pallister government was
elected, it asked every facility to look
for cost savings, said Turenne-Maynard. In 2017, the Winnipeg health region asked long-term care facilities to
cut 0.25 per cent of their operational
budget. “When you haven’t seen a funding or an inflation increase (for so
many years), you don’t have any more
fat to cut,” she said.
“Now, with the COVID-19 pandemic,
there have been an incredible amount
of expenditures that long-term care
homes have had to absorb like PPE
(personal protective equipment) and
(other measures) to keep residents
safe,” Turenne-Maynard said.
Homes for the elderly are struggling
with added COVID-19 costs including
more expensive food and more expensive diapers — and there are more residents who enter care every year who
are older and in need of more care, she
said.
“The levels of acuity have increased
over the years,” said Turenne-Maynard. “Looking back 20 to 30 years ago,
people were fairly independent and
mobile and had their own cars” at their
care homes, she said. “That is not the
case anymore.”
Residents now are more likely to be
85 and older with more complex and
acute needs, living with dementia and
requiring more care. “Many people
need assistance with dressing, bathing and feeding... It’s a totally different
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Julie Turenne-Maynard says care homes have
been severely underfunded for years.

Premier Brian Pallister’s benefit pays $2,000 to anyone who agreed to ‘kick the
experience,” but funding levels are the
same, she said.
The pandemic has exacerbated the
problem, and deaths at care homes
in B.C., Ontario and Quebec exposed
systemic problems including a lack of
funding and staff shortages. Manitoba
hasn’t had a care home outbreak but
the number of elderly baby boomers
in this province is expected to grow
every year until at least 2035, said
Turenne-Maynard.
“This is going to keep on increasing,”
she said. The province determined last
year an additional 1,200 long-term care
beds are needed. “There needs to be a
very well thought-out strategy for what
is best for elder care now and in the future.” And it’s needed now.
“Depending on how long this pandemic lasts, we’re already finding it very
difficult to manage resources within facilities,” she said, noting that non-profit
homes cannot run a deficit under their
purchase-of-service agreements with
the province.
High levels of stress, burnout and
underfunding aren’t attracting new
workers to the sector, Turenne-Maynard said.
“There aren’t enough people looking
at long-term care as a career choice.”
She’s holding out hope that Shared
Health — created to enable provincial
planning and integration of services,
improve patient care and co-ordinate
support to regional health authorities
across — is getting input from 13 different groups on how to improve longterm care.
“It’s going to be a hard nut to crack
because we’ve been operating in a certain fashion for so many years. It can’t
be changed overnight.”
The province is working on a new
model that works for patients, health
providers and communities “and makes
sure we use our resources in the right
places, as efficiently as possible,” the
government spokesman said.
The plan is to “modernize and standardize delivery of home and community care and that will enable more services to be delivered locally.”
carol.sanders@freepress.mb.ca

Program designed to get people off fe

Manitoba’s back-to
lures fewer than 4,5
LARRY KUSCH
A PROVINCIAl government initiative
Premier Brian Pallister once said could
bring “tens of thousands” of Manitobans back to work has received only
4,459 applications.
The premier announced the Manitoba Job Restart Program in late June
to wean Manitobans off federal emergency benefits, which he said acted as a
disincentive to people returning to their
pre-pandemic jobs.
Applications for the provincial program closed at the end of July. It paid
$2,000 to each Manitoban transitioning
out of the Canada Emergency Response
Benefit (CERB) or the Canada Emergency Student Benefit (CESB).
“It’s time to kick the CERB to the
curb,” Pallister remarked as he rolled
out the restart program, which was to
be funded from unused funds from two
other provincial COVID-19 programs.
The province revealed Wednesday it
expects to pay out $8.9 million under
the program — but it had been prepared to spend a lot more.
Jonathan Alward, director of provincial affairs for the Manitoba branch of
the Canadian Federation of Independent Business, said he’s not surprised
by the limited program take-up, given
shaky consumer confidence due in part
to the recent uptick in COVID-19 cases
in Manitoba.
“The intent of the program was good
and it addressed certainly a problem
that we’d heard from small-business
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Jonathan Alward of the Canad
tion of Independent Business
funds be given to small busin

owners,” Alward said Wed
However, NDP Leader
said the lukewarm respon
gram showed the Progres
ative government failed t
the importance of CERB. H
toba Job Restart was part
ing trend of poorly design
by the PCs in response to
“Essentially, the gover
ing out free money here a
unable to attract people
Kinew said. “So that lets y
there’s something wrong
gram’s design.”
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